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TALK WITH
 AN ASTRONAUT

LEARN MORE AT A
RRL.O

RG/PUBLIC
-SERVICE

With an Amateur Radio Lic
ense granted fro

m th
e 

Federal C
ommunicatio

ns C
ommissio

n, a
 universe

 of 

possib
ilitie

s o
pens u

p. O
ne of th

e m
ost e

xtra
ordinary 

things a
 lic

ense holder c
an do is s

peak directly with 

astro
nauts a

board th
e Internatio

nal Space Statio
n.

This t
ype of a

ctivity usually m
anifests 

in conjunctio
n 

with sc
hool events, 

offe
ring stu

dents t
he ability

 to
 ask 

questio
ns o

f th
e astro

nauts a
s th

e Space Statio
n flie

s 

overhead. H
owever, so

metim
es th

e astro
nauts h

ave 

down tim
e and will c

all o
ut o

n th
e ra

dio at ra
ndom 

to se
e who is l

iste
ning in on Earth

 below. In
 fa

ct, t
his 

was a
 re

gular o
ccurre

nce to
ward th

e end of 2018.

This is
 all m

ade possib
le th

rough re
latively inexpensive 

equipment. W
ith a fe

w hundred dollars in
 hand, th

e 

right ra
dio and antenna can be purchased to

 begin 

a lic
ensee’s j

ourney with communicatio
n in sp

ace. The journey doesn’t h
ave to

 sto
p th

ere. In
 additio

n 

to voice communicatio
ns, a

 lic
ensee can use a sim

ple 

computer in
 conjunctio

n with th
eir ra

dio to
 re

lay sh
ort 

text m
essa

ges (d
ata packets) 

through th
e Space 

Statio
n fo

r o
thers t

o hear b
ack on Earth

. 

The Space Statio
n is e

quipped with sp
ecial hardware, 

making all th
is p

ossib
le.


